
Housing sign-ups are quickly approaching.    
Every year I’m reminding that the housing sign-up process involves  
a great deal of thought, prayer and conversation for many of you.  
I know too that stress is often a factor in that process and 
sometimes results 
in difficult 
conversations and hurt feelings.  Knowing that I strive to maintain 
a fair sign-up process that is clearly communicated to all of you. 
 

This year I have placed all the housing sign-up information on the 
Residence Life homepage (the URL is in the top center of this 

Check out our website 
for complete housing 
sign-up information.   

Clustering 
Last year we started 
clustering in Hess & 
Miller.  This year we’ve 
expanded it a bit more.  
A full explanation of the 
process is on our 
website and on section 
three of the newsletter. 

Use the Roommate 
Finder  If you’re in 
need of a roommate for 
your room or apartment 
please use the 
Roommate Finder on 
Housebook.  It allows 
you to leave a short 

profile about yourself 
and your living 
preference and you can 
see what other people 
are looking for in a 
roommate. 

Housing Hotline 
During Housebook sign-
ups a hotline will be 
available to answer any 
housing related 
questions from 8 a.m.—
5 p.m.  The housing 
hotline number is 717-
796-4783. 

New Housebook 
Function Once you 
sign-up for a room on 
Housebook you won’t 
be able to change your 

room.  If you need to 
make a change you can 
call the housing hotline 
or email Rhonda King at 
rking@messiah.edu. 

Don’t Manipulate 
the System Here are a 
few things that are 
considered to be 
manipulating the system 
and will cause you (and 
your group) to lose your 
(their) housing 
assignment: 

Signing up for an 
apartment AND a 
residence hall room. 
Signing up with a 
person you don’t 
intend to live 
with in order to 

. 
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reserve more 
than one room on 
a floor.   
Signing up with 
more than one 
apartment group. 
Signing up when you 
are intending to 
study abroad (some 
programs have been 
given permission to 
sign-up—if you 
don’t know if your 
program is allowed 
to sign-up for 
housing please 
contact Rhonda 
King) . 

a note from the director of housing:  rhonda king  

www.messiah.edu/offices/residence_life 

                  SPECIAL INTEREST HOUSES  
The students living in special interest houses have created videos that give more information about their house 
themes and what it’s been like to live in these houses.  Check out these videos!  Applications have been 
collected for the 2012 –13 year, but there may still be openings, so if you’re interested in living in a special 
interest house next year please contact Rhonda King. 

page).  Although you may be reading this newsletter at 
your kitchen table or in a bathroom stall you can also 
find this newsletter online (a link to the newsletter is 
found on the res life homepage ) and  within the  
      newsletter 
      you will 
find hyperlinks added that will lead you to webpages 
with more information about the topics covered here. 
 

If you have questions throughout the process please do 
not hesitate to contact me via phone, email or a visit to 
my office (Eisenhower 232). 
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PARKING 
A new system is 
being implemented to sign 
up for parking.  Housebook 
will not be used to sign up 
for parking.  Continue to 
watch your email to find out 
how this process will work.   

DINING 
Beginning  
March 19 
go to Housebook and on the 
left side click on the link 
marked ‘My Meal Plan’.  You 
may select meal plans until 
July 1, 2012.  If you have not 
selected a meal plan by July 
1 you will be assigned the 
unlimited plan, or the plan 
the you had the previous 
semester.  Even if you wish 
to have NO MEAL PLAN 
you will need to go to 
Housebook to select this 
option. 

PARKING 

& DINING 

    SUMMER HOUSING 

Planning to work on campus this summer?  Once 
you have an on-campus job you can fill out the 
summer housing application found on the 
Residence Life website.   Summer housing is 
available to  

Student who will be a Messiah College summer employee 
Students completing an internship for Messiah College credit 
Students approved for a college related purpose 
Students doing an internship, not for credit.  These students will     

       be given housing as space is available.   
Meals and on-campus housing are provided for students who work 40 
hours a week on campus.  For those who are doing an internship or 
are on-campus for another school related reason the weekly rate will 
be approximately $235 and includes both room and board.   
  Another options for summer housing is at the S.a.L.T. House in 
Harrisburg.   There are 2, 3 and 4 person apartment available from 
May 13—August 17 for as little as $275/month.  More details and an 
application  are available on our website.   

THE KELLY PLAN 

I am pleased to announce that capital budget 
funding has been tentatively approved to put in full 
size stoves, new countertops, floors & bathroom 
exhaust in Kelly apartments.   The final approval 
doesn’t happen until May, but our Facilities 
department has already begun getting bids from 
contractors and expect to begin work in Kelly after graduation.  

RHONDA, HOW LIKELY IS IT THAT . . . ? 
I often get asked really specific questions about the probability of certain housing choices happening.  Really, I 
can’t see in to the future more than any of you, but I can tell you what has happened in the past.  Here are the 
two things I get asked most:   
How likely are we to get a triple?  There are 68 design triples, 45 for women and 23 for men.  If you 
don’t get into a triple and you’re still interested in one, please email me to get on a waiting list because 
sometimes triple rooms open over the summer. 
How likely is it that we’ll get to live in 
Fry?  Smith?  A patio apartment?  This 
chart lists the lowest number of credits that 
filled each apartment type in 2011.  For more 
history check-out the apartment sign-up 
information on the last page or on our website.  

 Fry Kelly Mellinger Smith 

3 Person Patio X X 228 X 

3 Person Apartment 301 263 203 289 

5 Person Patio X 411 405 X 

5 Person Apartment 478 333 332 454 
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A common topic of confusion is that there are two different types of  design triples The first 
are the rooms that have a larger amount of square footage.  In Grantham there are four of theses, in Solly two 
and in Mountain View six.  The bigger triples are generally claimed by  juniors.  The second type of design 
triple rooms are only in Mountain View and Grantham.  These rooms have the same square footage as the 
double rooms, but the doubles in these two halls are bigger and have higher ceilings.  We have also placed a 
different  type of furniture in these rooms that can be stacked and arranged into all kinds of configurations.   

SPRING FORWARD—SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 6—8 P.M. 

Students may apply for a block of rooms 
(called clusters) in all of the upper class 
halls (Grantham, Hess, Miller, Mountain 
View & Solly).  You may apply for a 
cluster of rooms that consists of 3, 4, 5 or 
6 rooms.  Clusters are simply rooms that 
are next to each other or across the hall 
from each other.   In Miller & Hess all of 
the rooms, except for the singles and RA 
rooms are eligible for clustering.  In 
Mountain View, Solly & Grantham 50-
75% of each floor is available for 
clustering and doubles and triples are 
eligible for clustering.    

More information about clustering and 
FAQs can be found on the Residence Life 
website.  Cluster requests can be made on 
Housebook on Thursday, March 29 or 
Friday, March 30.    

 In order to get your housing 
timeslot & PIN you’ll need to 
sign a housing contract.  As 
with many contracts there are a 
lot of details that you may  be 
tempted to skim over to get to 
the bottom line.  You should 
read the housing contract, and 
this section will 
highlight a few 
important things 
you will want to 
know before you 
sign. 
1. Returning students may 

return to campus on 
Sunday, August 26, NOT 
Saturday, August 25.  Please 
plan accordingly. 

2. Mandatory all hall meetings 
will be held on Aug. 27, 

Nov. 27, Feb. 26 & April 30 
3. Students age 25 and older are 

not allowed to live on 
campus unless approved by 
the director of housing.   

4. Students must enroll in a 
minimum of 12 credits per 
semester.  Senior students 
who need to take less than 12 
credits in order to graduate 
may live on campus for their 
final semester.  Other 
exceptions are made by the 
director of housing. 

5. Student are encouraged to 
get renters insurance.  The 
college does not accept 
liability for theft, loss or 
damage of personal 
belongings by fire, water or 
appliance failure.  

CLUSTERING 

SECTION 3 - WWW .MESSIAH .EDU/OFFICES/RESIDENCE_L IFE 

Usually we do this event on the day we 
turn our clocks forward for the spring, 
but that will happen while you are away 
for spring break, so this year we’ll 
spring forward on campus on Sunday, 
March 25 from 6:00—8:00 p.m. 

Each of the upper class halls and the 
apartment buildings will have rooms 
that will be open to allow you to see the 
structure and furniture in each of the 
buildings before you make your housing 
selection. 

floor plan, details about each 
building and the rooms and 
apartments that are open for the 
evening.  The brochures are also a 
good place to make notes about 
the room numbers you would be 
interested in when you sign-up 
for a room or apartment.  The 
floor plans will also be available 
on Housebook, so you can 
reference them when you sign up 
for a residence hall room. 

There will be brochures 
available in the Fishbowl 
and the South Side Cafe.  
The brochures include a 

CONTRACT DETAILS 
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For complete apartment sign-up details 
see our website.   

First, one person from your group needs 
to verify your group by going onto 
Housebook and entering everyone’s PIN.  
Then check the sign-up times below to 
determine when your group signs up.   

Three person apartments sign up on 
Monday, March 26.  Five person 
apartments sign up on Wednesday, March 
28.  Both nights begin at 6:00 p.m.  
Registration will be held in Jordan Atrium 
and sign-ups are in Kline 120. 

Only one person or a proxy needs to 
come to apartment sign-ups and represent 
your group.  When you arrive, there will 

be a table set up in Jordan Atrium where your group will 
receive a slip with your names, ID numbers and credits 
on it.  You will then wait in the seats of Kline 120 until 
your credit amount is called.  One group at a time will 
be called up to the tables to look at the floor plans and 
select an apartment.   

After signing up for an apartment you will be given a 
confirmation note with the apartment you signed up for. 

HOW APARTMENT SIGN-UPS WORK 

HOUSING TIMELINE 

March 22 & 23—3 person apartment 
verification 

March 26—Spring Forward 7—9 p.m. 

March 26—3 person apartment sign-up 

March 26 & 27—5 person apartment 
verification 

March 28—5 person apartment sign-up 

March 29 & 30 —Cluster housing 
requests may be made on Housebook 

April 10—Cluster assignments made 

April 16—Housebook opens for those 
with 90+ credits 

April 17—18—Housebook sign-ups for 
those with 57+ credits 

April 20 & 23—Housebook sign-ups for 
those with 24+ credits 

April 24 —Housebook sign-ups for those 
with 23 or fewer credits.  

SECTION 4 WWW .MESSIAH .EDU/OFFICES/RESIDENCE_L IFE 

Monday, March 26—3 Person Apartments 
6:05 p.m.     >325 sum total credit hours groups 
6:15 p.m.      324-310 sum total credit hour groups 
6:30 p.m.      309-300 sum total credit hour groups 
6:45 p.m       299-295 sum total credit hour groups 
7:00 p.m.      294-290 sum total credit hour groups 
7:15 p.m.      289-280 sum total credit hour groups 
7:30 p.m       279-225 sum total credit hour groups 
7:45 p.m.      224-200 sum total credit hour groups 
8:00 p.m.      199-171 sum total credit hour groups 
 

Wednesday, March 28 —5 Person Apartments 
6:05 p.m. >520 sum total credit hours groups 
6:20 p.m.     519-500 sum total credit hour groups 
6:35 p.m.     499-490 sum total credit hour groups 
6:50 p.m      489-476 sum total credit hour groups 
7:05 p.m.    475-465 sum total credit hour groups 
7:20 p.m.     464-445 sum total credit hour groups 
7:35 p.m     444-400 sum total credit hour groups 
7:50 p.m.     399-365 sum total credit hour groups 
8:05 p.m. 364-345 sum total credit hour groups 
8:20 p.m. 344-330 sum total credit hour groups 
8:35 p.m. 329-285 sum total credit hour groups 

APARTMENT SIGN-UP TIMES 

In 2011 the last group to get a 3 person apartment 
had 203 credits.   (2010—287 credits;  
2009 - 204 credits; 2008 – 264 credits) 

In 2011 the last group to get a 5 person apartment 
had 332 credits.   (2101—345 credits;  
2009 - 340 credits; 2008 – 315 credits) 
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